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SUBJECT: LOS: EGYPTIAN VIEWS ON LAW OF THE SEA 
CONFERENCE 

REF: (A) STATE 70035, (B) STATE 71543, 

- (C) STATE 70638 

SUMMARY. POLCOUNS PROVIDED DIRECTOR MFA LEGAL DEPARTMENT 
NABIL ELARABY COPIES OF AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S MARCH 16 
STATEMENT AND PRESS CONFERENCE ON USG REVIEW OF LOS 
CONFERENCE UPON RECEIPT (REFS A AND B). ON MARCH 25 
POLCOUNS MET WITH ELARABY TO OBTAIN GOE REACTION AND 
DISCUSS PRINCIPAL ISSUES (REF C). ELARABY REVEALED 
SOME NEW INFO ON GOE POSITIONS, BUT CONVERSATION PARTLY 
ACADEMIC SINCE HE NOT ATTENDING 7TH SESSION DUE TO PRESS 
OF OTHER DUTIES. AS USDEL AWARE, GOE DEL HEADED BY LOS 
SPECIALIST DR. HAMID SULTAN. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN GENERAL, ELARABY IS NOT AT ALL OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
OUTCOME OF 7TH SESSION. HE BELIEVES THERE HAS BEEN A 
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RETROGRESSION DURING THE PAST YEAR. HE FOUND IN AMB 
RICHARDSON'S COMMENTS "VERY DISTURBING IMPLICATION" THAT 
U.S. MIGHT NOT BECOME A PARTY TO TREATY IF IT WERE 
CONCLUDED. HE THOUGHT THIS SMACKED OF THREAT AND WAS 
UNSEEMLY FOR GREAT POWER. HE BELIEVES U.S. SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO ACCEPT SOME COMPROMISES, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW 
OF WILLINGNESS OF PARTIES TO REVIEW DEEP SEABED TREATY 
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IN 20 YEARS. 

2. DEEP SEABED MINING REGIME. GOE WILL STICK WITH THE 
POSITION OF G-77. WITH REGARD TO REGIME S ORGANS OF 
AUTHORITY, GOE CONTINUES BELIEVE, CONTRARY TO U.S. POSI- 
TION, THAT ASSEMBLY SHOULD HAVE WIDER SUPERVISION AND 
AUTHORITY THAN THE COUNCIL. THIS IS, OF COURSE, CONFLICT 
BETWEEN U.S. AND GOE IN SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL ORGANI 
ZATIONS. RE SITE OF REGIME HQ, GOE IS COMMITTED TO 
MALTA. ELARABY SAID FIJI HAD RECENTLY MADE A DEMARCHE 
TO HAVE HQ BUT GOE HAD DECLINED TO SUPPORT IT IN VIEW OF 
ITS COMMITMENT. 

3. WITH REGARD TO LL/GDS ACCESS TO EEZ, ELARABY AGREED 
WITH U.S. VIEW THAT COMPROMISE LIKELY. HE REVEALED THAT 
GOE COULD BECOME A MEMBER OF GDS IN VIEW OF ITS LIMITED 
EEZ AND IS IN PROCESS OF CAREFULLY EXAMINING THIS ISSUE. 
EGYPT HAS BEEN APPROACHED BY GREECE AND CYPRUS TO CON- 
CLUDE AN ACtRF,F.MF.NT ON DIVISION OF THEIR FEZ'S. 

4. RE CONTINENTAL MARGIN, GOE POSITION IS THAT NATIONAL 
JURISDICTION SHOULD END AT THE 200 MILE LIMIT OF THE FEZ. 

5. RE MARITIME ZONE BETWEEN OPPOSITE AND ADJACENT STATES, 
GOE HAS NO PROBLEM SINCE IT ACCEPTS THE PRINCIPLE OF THE 
MEDIAN LINE AS DETERMINING. 
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6. DISPUTE SETTLEMENT. GOE ACCEPTS COMPULSORY DISPUTE 
SETTLEMENT MACHINERY FOR ALL PROBLEMS ARISING IN AREAS 
OUTSIDE NATIONAL JURISDICTION. HOWEVER, IN AREAS 

OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION GOE MIGHT HAVE PROBLEM (PRESUMABLY 
BECAUSE OF ENDING UP IN COURT WITH ISRAEL). ELARABY SAID 
HE WISHED TO RESERVE MAKING ANY COMMENT ON THIS SINCE HE IS 
EXPECTING A REPORT FROM THE DELEGATION IN GENEVA NEXT 
WEEK ON THIS SUBJECT. ELARABY PERSONALLY FAVORS FULL 
ACCEPTANCE OF COMPULSORY DISPUTE SETTLEMENT. 

7. SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. ELARABY SAID ONE OF PRINCIPAL 
DIFFERENCES WITH U.S. WAS GOE POSITION ON SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH. GOE IS NOT PREPARED TO ACCEPT FREE ACCESS 
IN THE EEZ WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT, PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE 
ITS IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORS, SAUDI ARABIA, LIBYA AND ISRAEL, 

ALL HAVE ADVANTAGES OF MONEY OR TECHNOLOGY OVER EGYPT. 
EILTS 
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